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June 3, 2016 

WE OBTAINED LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GRANT FOR $20,000 

 

For those of you who were not at the meeting last week, I mentioned that the SLS has received a 

$20,000 grant from the Library of Congress. The goal is to empower you and a teacher partner to 

become “Research Ambassadors” in your building or district in regard to the amazing materials the 

Library of Congress has for Social Studies, Science, Art and Music teachers of all grades.  

Last year some of us heard Johann Shawhan and Pat Polan from NYSED present to us on the 

“Librarian’s role in the Social Studies Frameworks”. They also reminded us that the NYSED field memo 

specifically states that “Instruction in ELA modules that incorporate social studies topics does not replace 

instruction in social studies, particularly in the development of social studies practices”. 

In 2018 the current 8th graders, will be taking the new Global 10 Regents. This test is a complexly 

different type of Global 10 than has even been given before. Students will need to be able to infer 

and understand the text/question/political cartoon/map as well as their background knowledge to 

successfully answer questions.  

Learning how to do this does not begin in HS or MS; it begins in the elementary grades and becomes 

a way of thinking through all grades. Teaching students how to use and understand information is what 

we librarians do best.  We are the “information specialist”! 

To implement this grant, I am recruiting 28 pairs of teachers and librarians. If you and a teacher part-

ner are interested, please go to My Learning Plan and complete the first (very easy) module 

“Introduction to the Library of Congress”. Print out the certificate and send the SLS office a copy. You 

will receive 1 hour of in-service credit for doing so. This module needs to be completed by July 25. 

There will be 2 days in August for which you and your partner will be reimbursed at $250 per day at 

end of 2016. There will also be a few independent tasks to complete prior to our August dates. Our 

summer dates will be the 22 and 23rd of August.  

There will be an additional day(s) in the fall and in the winter and spring; your sub for these days will 

be paid by this grant at $100/day. There will be time to do independent work that will not require 

time out of school. 

I think this is a wonderful opportunity and I do hope 14 of you will find a teacher partner and become 

a part of this.  

WONDERFUL FREEBIES!  

IFC Fun ALL Year Long: This presentation features fun library activities that align with 

the Empire Information Fluency Continuum and focus on a student-centered, inquiry-

driven, school library program. Great for school librarians and classroom teachers, this 

day-long workshop includes a variety of songs, games, crafts, and activities for teach-

ing information literacy skills to students in grades K-6. The presentation will include an introduction to 

the Empire Information Fluency Continuum and how to make it work for your library, crowd favorites 

from previous years' workshops, and all new student-tested and librarian-approved fun activities to 

keep you celebrating library skills from September to June and beyond. All participants will be given 

a copy of Mary Z's book and a CD of the documents to take and make your own.  Registration 

PAST NEWSLETTERs 

CAN BE FOUND AT 
http://www.citiboces.org/sls 

https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=12396&I=2116593
https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=12396&I=2084606
http://www.citiboces.org/sls

